Will Christianity Survive?
praying habit as an immense loss to men and women
of to-day. My secularist friends have sometimes
urged that prayer is harmful, since it inculcates in
people a false sense of dependency; 'you pray, and
you leave God to do the rest'. 'You try to escape',
they say, 'from your proper responsibilities.' It is
true enough that the cruder conceptions of prayer
may lead to that result: by leaving the decision to
God, and then assuming that whatever happens
is God's decision, we may become piously fatalistic.
But that is not the design of Christian prayer. There
can be no more vitalizing exercise than to plunge
into the stream of life and swim with the stream,
to co-operate with the design, to contribute to the
cosmic aim. Prayer should stimulate this sense of
co-operation.
The next best substitute is to discuss one's inner-
most needs or one's sacred plans with a human friend
whom one can trust. To express oneself intimately
to someone else and clear away the cobwebs of
inhibitions and suppressions in such a conversation
is occasionally possible. But, even then, odd little
personal reactions, some slight disharmony of per-
sonalities, generally intrude and mar the sincerities.
One is pulled up suddenly. Even the best of friends-
cannot be the complete confidante. In prayer there is
no such discouragement, no suppressing influence.
There is no human' influence to interfere with us.
It is the breathing in of pure air, for every door and
window of one's self has been flung open. The queer
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